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Letters-to-the-Editor (The Press Democrat) 
Helping homeless

EDITOR: The recent homeless count revealed the “new demographic” that Catholic Charities started seeing a few years ago — professionals and blue-collar workers experiencing homelessness for the first time due to job loss and/or high medical bills.

Our clients, profiled in Staff Writer Jeremy Hay's article (“Homeless ranks climb,” May 20) as well as last Sunday's editorial (“A picture is worth a thousand reasons to help”), will confirm that Catholic Charities succeeds in helping people overcome homelessness for the long term. Catholic Charities is the largest provider of homeless services in the North Bay for both families (the Family Support Center) and individuals (Sam Jones Hall). Catholic Charities provides effective education, employment and housing programs that form a strong foundation to support people in their pursuit of independent living.

Our recent loss of funds due to the government funding crisis inhibits our ability to provide homeless services. We welcome all financial and other support to enable us to continue our homeless services and other programs. Catholic Charities serves all people in need, regardless of religion or lifestyle.

If you would like to learn more or to provide support, please contact Catholic Charities, P.O. Box 4900 Santa Rosa 95402; 528-8712; www.srcharities.org. 

DENNIS BYRNE

Board member,

Catholic Charities
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