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Unnoticed among us

EDITOR: The plight of local refugees is virtually under the radar. Refugees are more than the stereotypical images in overcrowded camps overseas. They are people who have fled their countries because of persecution (or a fear of it) based on race, religion, nationality, membership in particular social groups or political opinion. 

In Sonoma County, refugees have been resettling through Catholic Charities’ resettlement program since the late 1970s. In the past three years, refugees from Iran, Eritrea, Burma and Iraq have relocated here to live, work and attend school, all within the limits of the law.

On June 30, to mark World Refugee Day, Catholic Charities offers some understanding of what it feels like to fear for your life and leave everything familiar — home, employment, food, language, maybe your family — to begin again in a strange culture.

A short documentary film about three Iraqi refugees, followed by a discussion with local refugees from Iraq and other countries, will start at 6:30 p.m. “Between Earth and Sky” will start at 7 p.m. There is no charge to attend this event at 987 Airway Court, Santa Rosa.

For more information, call 528-8712 ext. 130 or log on to www.srcharities.org.

ASHLEY PATEL
Refugee resettlement director, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Santa Rosa
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