
Almost there! 
Success in challenge match for Project HELP, but 
Campaign for Food & Shelter still needs $70K

You probably saw one of our Project HELP (Help End Local 
Poverty) ads over the holidays, asking for help to feed and 
shelter people less fortunate. 

These safety net services are vital 
to keep children healthy and families 
together, at a minimum. Yet they are 
only the first step for Catholic Chari-
ties -- our food and shelter programs 
often lead to food security, new work 
opportunities and a stable transition 
to housing. 

We met the first of several markers set forth in July on a 
yardstick that ends at $350,000 in funding for these pro-
grams. Over the holidays, many good people more than 
matched a $100,000 Valis Fund challenge grant to Project 
HELP, so we are now more that half-way to our goal. 

Simply put, we need $70,000 more in new donations by 
June to keep these programs whole and moving forward. 
We intend to feed and shelter all who need help...just as we 
always have.

If you haven’t yet, please consider if your church, class-
room, business or family can commit to a new or extra donation 
to help us keep funding food and shelter programs. Go to 
srcharities.org and click on Project HELP to see the many 
levels of giving that will make a difference. 

Introducing New Leadership 
We welcome this New Year by introducing ourselves as 

the new co-interim executive directors at Catholic Charities. 
Both of us are currently employed as senior program direc-
tors at Catholic Charities, and bring management experience 
from prior work in the non-profit sector. We look forward to a 
smooth transition and bright future under new leadership. 
Sincerely,

Gloria Eurotas			   Chuck Fernandez
(707) 575-0215 ext. 169	 (707) 542-5426 ext. 121

Catholic Charities . . . Proving Help, Creating Hope for all in need..

Go to www.srcharities.org for more information
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  WORKS of HOPE
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Santa Rosa            Winter 2011

Thanking our Donors...
...for helping us help others in need. Our work is 
possible because of your dedicated partnership. 

Donors during calendar year 2010:  
 $10,000 and above
Amaturo Family Foundation, Inc.
Bruce and Louise Bowe
Gene and Geraldine Cashman
Community Endowment Fund of 
   Community Foundation Sonoma County
Community Foundation Sonoma County
Charles DeMeo Memorial 
   Community Fund
Fireman’s Fund Foundation
Julia L. Grant Donor Advised Fund
Jonas Family Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Arthur and Diane Lafranchi
Dennis and Gloria O’Brien Foundation
Queen of the Valley Medical Center
Mr. Merle W. Reuser
Rick and Sheila Rosa
John and Ingrid Sheets
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
go to next column

$1,000 to $4999
Robert and Kathy Acquistapace
Agilent Technologies Employees
Don and Jennifer Ammons
Auction Napa Valley
Bo and Heidi Barrett
Barrett Vineyard
John and Gail Barrett
Philip and Susan Bazzano
John and Phyllis Bazzano
Ms. Robin L. Beeman
Mr. John G. Bei
Mrs. Nancy Bello
Mr. Charles Biderman and Ms.
   Virginia Fagan
Mrs. Margaret M. Boitano
Bottle Barn
Richard and Mary Bowman
Stephen and Linda Bowser
George and Paula Bradshaw
Burr, Pilger and Mayer
Mr. Thomas J. Byrne
Clover-Stornetta Farms, Inc.
Honora and Kevin Connolly
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Dahl
James and Mary-Lou Delaney
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. DeParis
Dr. and Mrs. John Dermody
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Dervin
Paul and Adelaide Desideri

continued, $10,000 and above
E. Johnnie Tarchini Endowment Fund
Mr. George J. Trapp
Henry and Eileen Trione

$5000 - $10,000
James and Judy Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Bice
Carpy Family Foundation
Michael and Michelle Carr
Catholic Charities Sonoma Auxiliary
Mrs. Claire Davis
Dry Creek Rancheria
Andrea and Mike Erwin
Mrs. Marguerite Smith
Sonoma Paradiso Foundation
St. Eugene’s Parish
Thomas and Mary Stelzner
United Way of the Wine Country
Most Rev. Daniel F. Walsh
Mr. Peter Wells 

Ms. D. Jean Dietz
Mr. and Mrs. James McN. Dillon
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Dixon
John and Thea Dolan
Ms. Margaret L. Duckhorn
Dulsto Properties
Empire Legal Student Associations
Ms. Marge Evans
Exchange Bank - Main Branch
Mr. and Mrs. Dan F. Finkle
Ms. Barbara Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Martin T. Fredericks
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Garayalde
Mark and Laura Gardiner
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Gibson
Ms. Carmella A. Greco
Tatjana Grgich Family Foundation
Sam and Ava Guerrera
Mr. and Mrs. William Habkirk
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Hagerty
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Haire
Judge and Mrs. Daniel M. Hanlon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Hanna
Maria and René Haug
Ms. Alice E. Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hayes
Deacon and Mrs. Michael Heinzelman
Juan and Regina Hidalgo
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Hill
go to pg.3
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 Serving Napa’s at-risk young adults, single mothers and disabled adults

Napa County News
Working with Napa Women’s 
Emergency Shelter (NEWS)  
and Wells Fargo 
A new collaboration brought “Voice of 
Strength” meetings by NEWS to Rainbow 
House. Six meetings were held with each 
young women, and all were pleased to 
learn morel about their decision-making 
process and life choices. 

NEWS will return and facilitate more 
groups this year to address Domestic 
Violence issues and how women recover. 
Many clients acknowledge past abuse, 
and know at this time in their life a 
relationship is out of the question, having 
recognized that they choose the wrong 
partners. We are pleased to bring this 
expertise to our clients, as the key to 
long-term life-style changes must be 
comprehensive.

In January we started Financial Freedom 
classes,  taught by two Wells Fargo 
employees. The classes cover opening up 
a bank account, managing a check book, 
and clearing up bad credit history. 

Facilities Rehab to Start Soon
You’ll soon see construction trucks outside 
Home Base and Rainbow House on Jefferson 
Street. Last year we were awarded 
special state grants to upgrade these 
properties. The winning bidder was  
A.E. Nelson Construction of Rohnert Park, 
a contractor who has worked many state 
controlled projects. The same company 
will perform work on our Santa Rosa 
DeMeo House. 

Napa Valley Community Foundation 
recently provided a grant to purchase 
much needed appliances for the Jefferson 
Street properties: a new commercial 
grade cook stove and refrigerator for 
Rainbow House; a freezer to store food 
for Chefs’ Night activities; and, ADA 
compliant appliances for the new Home 
Base accessible unit.

Holiday Assistance’s Tough Year 
Despite a dramatic decrease in donated 
gifts (down ± 40% from last year) 
Napa’s Holiday Assistance Program (HAP) 
proved a remarkable success. We 
owe a tremendous debt of gratitude 
to Val Agguire, our volunteer program 
coordinator—Val devoted countless 
hours to the program and managed to 
coordinate all 
of our partners 
and volunteers 
to achieve a 
remarkably 
successful and 
well-organized 
program. We 
served in the 
neighborhood 
of 1,000 
families.

In addition, we 
owe debts of gratitude to the following: 
Barbara Peterson, who despite a recent 
injury was still able to wrangle a legion 
of volunteers (including high-schoolers) 
at St. Apollinaris’ to sort and distribute 
gift packages; the entire parish of St. 
Helena for contributing gifts and cash 
above and beyond what their community 
received from the program; our Napa 
staff for answering phones, soliciting 
donations, and volunteering their time; 
and the community of Berryessa, which 
contributed $3,000 at the 11th hour to 
help purchase much-needed gifts. Thanks 
also to collaborative efforts with our Santa 
Rosa programs: the Rural Food Program and 
Family Support Center, provided canned 
soup, cookies, and other food when 
local food supplies ran short, and much 
needed Christmas gifts to fill local wishes.

Building on the lessons learned from this 
year’s program, the HAP Working Group 
will be developing a 180-day planning 
document over the next few weeks that 
will carry the program into the future. If 
you would like to help with this effort, 
please call Brian at 224-4403.

Napa County Programs of f ice: 1248 Hayes St . ,  Napa (ph. 224-4403)

PHOTO:  
HAP volunteer movers & shakers 
Left to Right:  
Volunteers Barbara Peterson, coordina-
tor for HAP for 14 years,   
Bernie Mason, and Judy Merwin, all 
from St. Apollinaris Church 
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napa
long-term shelter and housing assistance…counseling...life skills 

. . .a nonprof i t ,  publ ic social  ser vice agency, ser ving al l  people in need

Project HELP 
Help fund  
Napa Programs 

Both Rainbow House (for young 
mothers and their children) and 
Home Base (for young single 
adults) need new local community 
supporters for their programs. 

Please consider if your church, 
classroom, business or family 
can commit to a new or extra 
donation to help us keep funding 
food and shelter programs. 

Go to projecthelpnapa.com and 
click on Project HELP to see the 
many levels of giving that will 
make a difference.

 

Robert and Dawn Horton
Mr. and Mrs. Grant J. Hunt, Jr.
Ms. Anita E. Jaskola
Ms. Marie S. Jensen
Ms. Mary C. Johnson
Ms. Catherine Jones
Dr. Maria Kabalin-Gaston
Mr. Frank J. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kilcullen
Mrs. Betty Krause
Mrs. Marion S. Kunze
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians
Mr. Richard LaFranchi
Mr. Larry Lakes
Luther Burbank Savings
Mabel Horrigan Foundation
Francis and Delia Mansell
Randy and Joan Maxwell
Rev. Justin N. McIntyre
Ralph and Helen Medsger
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Michalek
Ken and Angie Moeller
Hedy Montoya and Brian Ridste
Angie and Frank Mueller
Ronald and Eileen Nelson
Mrs. Marthe Norwick
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Nowacki
Oakmont Community Church
Michael and Leila O’Callaghan
Mr. James O’Hara/Mrs. Jacqueline 
   Lipiec-O’Hara
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
Mrs. Sandra Paine
Mrs. Barbara McKee-Pampanin
Ms. Arlene L. Pearson
Mr. Fred J. Pedersen
James A. Piloni
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Portet
Valerie and Earle Presten
Mr. Merton Preston
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis D. Quinlan
Sharon Malm Read Endowment  
   for the Rural Food Program
Miss Mary T. Reilly
Miss Virginia A. Reilly
John and Alice Reinero
Mr. Bert Ripple
Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. Ronchelli
Mr. and Mrs. James Rosaschi
Hugh and Geraldine Sargent
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Scheel
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Schiro
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Schoepp
August Sebastiani Charitable Foundation
Shapiro, Galvin, Shapiro & Moran
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Shippey
Sonoma Bank
Sonoma County Employer Advisory Council
Behram R. Soonawala
St. Philip the Apostle Church
Jon and Maria Stark
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Styles
Mr. Stephen E. Sweaney/Ms. Judy L. Withee
Brenda R. Switzer
Tietz Family Foundation
Betsy Timm
Leo and Margaret Trembley
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Trione
Mrs. Valentina Trombetta
Michael and Sheila Truesdell
Underground Construction
United Way of the California Capital Region
Valley Christian Church
Mr. and Mrs. Eligio A. Velasquez
Veteran’s Home of California

Terrence and Cristina Wadsworth
Welfare League
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mr. James R. Williams
Martin and Joan Woods
Mr. and Mrs. Paul V. Wright
$250 - $999
Joan Allmaras
Mr. Cecil Anders
Stephen and Vicki Bailey
David and Sara Bardoni
Mrs. Ann G. Bartlett
David and Mary Bartley
Mr. and Mrs. Felix J. Beltrami
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Benson
Judge and Mrs. William Bettinelli
Mr. Thomas G. Birkholz
Sue Bisbee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Blevans
Freeman and Donna Born
Mr. Dave J. Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Boyer
Mr. Tom Boylan
Ms. Dorothy M. Brenner
Ms. Karen A. Brocker
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Broll
Mrs. Marilyn Brown
Ms. Mary Brugo
CMSgt. Keith L. Bruzzone
Mr. and Mrs. Rodger Burkart
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Burke
Kevin and Susan Byrnes
Rev. Stephen J. Canny
Phillip and Kathy Carlsen
Ms. Marge Carniglia
Ms. Julie Carver
Frank and Lorraine Castelli
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Cattalini
Chateau Montelena Winery
Mr. Michael J. Clementi
Mrs. Ruth C. Coddington
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Condon
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Cordero
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cory
Mr. Charles J. Coughlin
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Cox
John and Mary Crockenberg
Cross and Crown Lutheran Church
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Cunningham
John and Alice Curran
Ms. Noele C. DaRosa
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon F. Davies
Chad and Michelle Davis
De La Salle Institute
Mr. and Mrs. Granville M. De Merritt
Ms. Eve DeMartini
Mr. Rodney J. DeMartini
Mrs. Teresa Denniston
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dey
Mr. George V. Di Cesare
Diocese of S.Rosa (Millenium Campaign)
Dr. Nancy Doyle/Dr. George L. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Draper
Thomas and Jodi Duckett
Ms. Diana Duenas-Brown
Ms. Mary Duryee
General and Mrs. George Eade
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Emerson
Mrs. Vivian J. Estrada
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Fairbank
Nellie Farias
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Felling
Law Offices of Fellom & Solorio
Ms. Stella S. Fernandes

cont’d, $1000 - $4999

go to pg. 5
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Serving Lake County’s most vulnerable citizens

Lake County News
How the Spirit of the Season  
succeeded in this recession...
First, a few facts: Over 1000 people 
were fed in Spirit of the Season (SOS is 
Middletown, Cobb and Hidden Valley 
Lake program) and our Kelseyville Christ-
mas food programs. 

In Kelseyville,100 boxes from the Rural 
Food Program, plus a second box from 
the Lakeport Rotary, were distributed, 
totalling 200 boxes of food to 482 
hungry people. Christmas dinner boxes 
were donated over the last 4 years 
through the Rotary, with the assistance of 
Lisa and Pat Lambert and Beth Berinti of 
Lake Family Resource Center.

In the SOS area, 150 families were  
assisted with food boxes and gifts.

How did all this happen? 
We worked from September through 
the SOS distribution date with 
approximately 40 volunteers, using funds 
and food raised within the community. 
Highlights include:

St. Joseph Church opened an area for 
the distribution 

A total of $7,609 was donated for the 
SOS program, which pays for food and 
gifts for children. (One blessed donation 
accounted for 25 percent of the total, 

which was down significantly from 
$11,000 in 2009). In total more than 
50 people sent donations this year

U.S. Representative Mike Thompson’s 
representative, driving through driving 
rain, brought us over 100 toys   

An anonymous donor donated 100 
pounds of hamburger to give to clients in 
coming months

Over 6,000 pounds of food was 
donated by Twin Pines Casino 

The Hunger Task Force donated 100 
squash and garlic from gardens for 
Christmas boxes...and a great deal of 
food was donated by the post office, 
schools, and area boy scouts   

About the SOS helpers...
Hedy reports, “Our volunteers are 
fantastic!” 

Eight AmeriCorps volunteers showed up 
to assist the other local volunteers with 
Spirit of the Season.

Srs. Marti and Eva have helped for six 

years, and Hettie and Jim Hendrickson 
from Clover Stornetta Farms contributed 
butter and milk again, as they have 
for eight years, and JoAnn Harmon, 
Middletown United Methodist Church, 
has helped our program director Hedy 
Montoya with SOS since the beginning.

Kudos for Kelseyville St. Mary’s 
parishioners: MaryAnn and Joe 
Sanderson, Suzanne Schneider and 
Teresa Aguirre; Lorrie Grey of the 
Hunger Task Force, Tammy Alakszay, 
coordinator of Americorps volunteers,  
and Iris Garcia. 

In all, it was a successful year, and we 
thank everyone who participated in 
many different ways. Thank you helping 
people in need in our community. 

 

Lake County Programs of f ice: 21085 Bush St. ,  Middletown (ph. 987-8139)

Photo to left: our busy volunters  
Photo to right: Left to right: 
JoAnn Harmon, Sr. Marti  
McCarthy, Sr. Eva Lumas,  
Hettie and Jim Hendrickson



Lake County Programs of f ice: 21085 Bush St. ,  Middletown (ph. 987-8139)

good new
s

food…counseling…emergency referrals...housing help…

...a nonprof i t ,  publ ic social  ser vice agency, ser ving al l  people in need

We Have MOVED!
Catholic Charities Lake County office has moved to 
21085 Bush Street, Middletown

We need a 8 x 6 rug or carpet - please call  
987-8139 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

U.S. Congressman  
Mike Thompson to speak 

Middletown Luncheon Club 
Wednesday, April 20 
11:30 -- 1:00 PM 
United Methodist Church 
MIddletown 
$5.00 per person, proceeds 
benefit Catholic Charities  
Lake County Programs.  

First United Methodist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Garvey
Ms. Barbara Gegan
Mr. Robert Gervais
Dr. Allyn Gilbert
Vince Ginocchio
Michael and Jacqueline Goggin-Miller
Mr. and Mrs. E. Donley Gray
Ms. Barbara A. Green
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Gross
Mr. Alvyn Gustafson
Hank’s Creekside Restaurant
Hansel Auto Group
Mrs. Pam Hawkins
Ms. Jillian M. Helmer
Mr. and Mrs. James Hendy
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Herring
Mr. William B. Hillegas
Mrs. Rita V. Hoffman
Italian Catholic Federation - Branch #150
Mr. Charles B. Jones
Kaiser Permanente Community Giving 
Thomas and Susan Kennelly
Lauren Kilcullen
Gregory Klaas
Mr. David Kosnick
Mr. Dwight H. Kouns
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Kovanis
Mr. Robert W. Krause, M.D.
Darwin Krebs
Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Kreuzer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Krieg
Arnie and Marge Lamb
Ms. Louisa W. Leavitt
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent T. Leonard
Ms. Kathy A. Leone
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lewon
Mr. Dave Lowman
Dr. and Mrs. James Lowy
Kathy Lydon
Ms. Jeanette A. MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Macedo
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas MacPhee
Mrs. Rose Marie P. Martignoli
Dr. Peter Mathews and Mrs. Jacqueline Gong
Joseph and Sharon McCarty
David McGivney
Medtronic Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Melrose
Franklin Metzger
Middletown Community United Methodist Church
Middletown Luncheon Club
Dr. and Mrs. John Mihalik
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Miller
Mr. Jerry Morris and Ms. Brigitte Lahme
Mr. Jack Muscat
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Noonan
Anthy and Donald O’Brien
Mrs. Joyce A. O’Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Jim O’Connor
Rev. Denis O’Sullivan
Our Lady of the Lake Ladies Guild
Ms. Catherine A. Parker
Mrs. Georgette Parry
Mrs. Angela Peatman
Ms. Liz Pecha
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pedersen
Ms. Kay Pellicciarini
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Pepin
Ms. Sharon Peterson
Mr. Chris Peterson
Ms. Mary Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Pisenti
Marilyn Pridmore
Teresa J. Pucci

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Raggio
Rebecca J. Rappensperger
Mr. and Mrs. Graham W. Redfearn
Redwood Empire Classic Chevy Club
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Mary-Louise Reinking
Deacon and Mrs. Joseph A. Remley
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Reynolds
Ms. Audrey E. Rinker
Ms. Melinda Rivera
Mr. William J. Ronchelli
Rotary Club of Middletown
Ms. Jeanne Ryan
Ms. Elizabeth Ryan
Garrett and Doreen Sadler
Ms. Mary Salfi
Santa Rosa City Employee Association
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital
Bud Sayre
Mr. and Mrs. Carl F. Schetter
Dr. and Mrs. William G. Schmitz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schoenstein
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Schultz
Ms. Sheila A. Schweifler
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Scott
Col. and Mrs. James R. Serventi
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shurtz
Larry and Jackie Simons
Mr. and Ms. William M. Small
Mr. and Mrs. Hart F. Smith, Jr.
Ms. Katheryn E. Sofranoff
Mr. Christopher Sork
Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Spellman
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
St. Eugene’s Cursillo - 4th Day Group
St. John’s School
St. Rose School
St. Sebastian Young Ladies Institute #116
St. Vincent de Paul High School
St. Vincent De Paul Society/St. Leo’s
   Conference
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stanbrough
Star of the Valley Church
Ms. Barbara J. Surian
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tembrock
Mr. and Mrs. Roger E. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Tiller
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Tobin
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Tonna
Mr. and Mrs. A. Peter Trombetta
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. Turner
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Van Winden
Tricia and Patrick Welter
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wendt
Westamerica Bank
Monsignor Daniel P. Whelton
Mrs. Annette Wilber
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Wright
Mrs. Sally H. Wright
Robert and Dolores Zeni

Each contribution makes a 
difference in our work. Every 
year, thousands of people, 
businesses, schools and 
organizations donate critical 
funding, substantial material 
goods, vital food, and copius 
amount of their time and talents. 

Thank you -- we could not do our 
work without your partnership. 
go to pg. 7 for more donor recognition

cont’d $250 - $999
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Serving seniors...immigrants...families in crisis      

Program Activities 
Rural Food Program coordinator Sr. 
Kathleen McGrath and her large cadre 
of volunteers at the food distribution at La 
Luz Community Center were greeted one 
freezing morning by a neighbor bearing 
a large container of a fragrant, steaming 
drink of hot oatmeal and cinnamon, 
reminding us that people give back in 
many ways. 

Nationally-recognized musician Tom 
Waits has written a poem called “Seeds 
on Hard Ground,” and proceeds of the 
sale of the limited edition, handmade 
“chapbook” will benefit our programs. 
The poem was inspired by Michael 
O’Brien’s photographic portraits of 

people who are homeless. It is sensitive 
and intense, wistful and wrenching. 
He peers from the soul of a man who 
examines his life’s ironies and his 
parents’ before him. In today’s parlance, 
“He totally gets it.” We are grateful to 
Kathleen Brennan and Tom, long-time 
supporters, for designating our Homeless 
Services Center and Family Support Center, 
and the regional food bank as recipients 
of funds from the project. The first 
edition of 1,000 copies was pre-sold out 
overnight. You can read the full text at 
tomwaits.com (link to Flickr), and learn 
how to purchase forthcoming editions.

Homeless Services Center’s (HSC) work 
often entails the minute-by-minute health 
and welfare maintenance of the people 
who are homeless and without shelter 
— showers, referrals, phone calls. But 
at other times, it takes a higher arc. 
Recently, Tomorrow’s Leaders Today (high 
school students) toured HSC and heard 
“Dwayne” tell his story. One student 
reported, “On our human services day, 

I saw true leadership in a man at the 
Homeless Services Center.  He had 
a rough background involving drugs, 
becoming a father at a young age, and 
more.  However...he has a job there 
controlling the communal phone. I saw 
leadership in this man because he did 
not let his past affect his future. It seems 
to me that he is trying to change his 
life to benefit the community as well as 
himself. This act of leadership impacted 
others by providing an example of 
success. Knowing that he was homeless 
and in need of necessities to live, this 
man could have given up.  He could 
have given up trying to start over and 
gone back to his old habits.  However, 
he listened to advice and created a new 
life and a new success story that he can 
be proud to tell of for the rest of his life.”

New Van for Children’s Trip   
After Leadership Santa Rosa Class XXVI 
toured the Family Support Center (FSC) last 
year, they were determined to buy a van 
for youth field trips. Fast forward a year, 
and voila! A beautiful, fully refurbished 
2004 Honda Odyssey was delivered by 
the enthusiastic group who spent a year 
fundraising and finding the right car. 

As an extension of the Homework 
Club and Discovery Center, fields trips 
are offered to youth who attend FSC 
homework help sessions and complete 
their work. Field trips to local college 
campuses, museums and other education 
trips are designed to help inspire future 
educational goals and dreams that 
extend beyond the family’s current 
circumstances.

Adminis t rat ive Ser vices Center:  987 Airway Cour t ,  Santa Rosa (ph.528-8712)
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Photo: left 
to right: FSC 
program director 
Chuck Fernandez 
receives keys from 
Todd Sheffield, 
CEO/President  
of Commu-
nity First Credit 
Union.
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food...shelter...housing...counseling...reuniting families...keeping seniors safe

Helping seniors live better, longer, with dignity 
We meet the most interesting people in the Alzheimer’s Respite 
Resource Center - a former ship captain, restaurateur, agency 
director, nurse, grape-grower, airline pilot. Sue (photo 
below), an active, aged client in the day program, came to 
the U.S. from Japan. Despite dementia, she vividly recalls her 
earlier life in an internment 
camp during WWII. She 
spoke with Eleanor Roosevelt, 
who “told me she was sorry 
that I had to live in a camp 
and that we did not merit 
living like that.” Sue later 
worked for Birdseye Frozen 
Foods and sold washing 
machines, while raising four 
children. In the day program, 
she loves the Tennessee 
Waltz, dancing, singing, and laughing out loud. She has 
attended Respite for four years, while living with her son.  

I’m Home Alone client Bruce died in his sleep -- he just “slept 
away” quipped his sister-in-law. The Home Alone Emergency 
Responder (ER) found him in his comfortable chair at home, 
just the way he wanted to go. How did we know? After 
reading a logged notation that indicated he was not feeling 
well the day before, and several unanswered calls, the ER 
was called to make a home visit. 

Like many others, we had been calling Bruce daily for three 
years, helping him feel more secure that there was someone 
watching, and checking in. I’m Home Alone volunteers call 
120 people, mostly seniors, every day of the year.   

 

. . .a nonprof i t ,  social  ser vice agency, ser ving the publ ic - -  a l l  people in need

Thanks to our sponsors   
for helping make our 
work possible: 
Purr Pilger Mayer, Inc.

Chateau Montelena Winery

Clover Stornetta Farms

Exchange Bank

Hansel Auto Group

Don Sebastiani & Sons

Law Offices of Shario, 
Galvin, Shapiro & Moran

Sonoma Bank

St. Joseph Health System 
Sonoma County

Wells Fargo 

Project HELP for people 
who need food today!
Food is a critical need for many 
people, and you CAN make 
a difference by helping one 
person or family.

Please consider a special 
donation to Catholic Charities’ 
Project HELP.  

Go to www.srcharities.org or  
call Rebecca, 528-8712 ext. 
159 today.

$1000 and up
Charles Biderman and Virginia Fagan
Richard and Mary Bowman
James and Mary-Lou Delaney
Maria Kabalin-Gaston
Daniel and Yvonne Hanlon
Robert and Dawn Horton
Carmen and Lawrence Kilcullen
Bill and Diane Merget
Angie and Frank Mueller
Mike and Leila O’Callaghan
Barbara Pampanin
Bernard and Helia Portet
Merton Preston
Shario, Galvin, Shapiro, and Moran
Jon and Terry Stark
Henry and Eileen Trione

$250 - $999
Bill and Gail Bettinelli
Keith Bruzzone
Fr. Steve Canny
Julie Carver
Paul and Addie Desideri
James Gray
Pam Hawkins
June Hunter Clarke
Chris Peterson
Sharon Peterson
Bill and Judy Pinella
Ed and Janet Pisenti
Ginger Schoenstein
Mike and Lucy Tamayo
Richard and Charlene Yahn

Due to a clerical error, we omitted the following 
donors in our annual report for Fiscal Year 2009-10. 
We apologize, and thank you for your contributions.

Donors Recognition for Fiscal Year 2009-10



You are invited to a brief tour of Catholic Charities
Please join us for an inspiring, one-hour tour of Catholic Charities’ programs in Napa and Santa Rosa.  
No cost, no donations requested. Hear how our programs change lives from our staff and the people we serve. 

Santa Rosa tours are on selected Fridays, 12 Noon - 1 PM: Tour schedule at srcharities.org  
Napa tours are by appointment. For location and reservations, or if you have questions contact Sherrie in  
Santa Rosa at 528-8712 x158, sprior@srcharities.org or Brian in Napa at 224-4403.  We encourage group tours.

Sign up for monthly E-News – go to www.srcharities.org

Providing Help, Creating Hope for all in need.

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Santa Rosa
PO Box 4900  
Santa Rosa, CA 95402
707-528-8712
www.srcharities.org

Take a Guess...
What do you know about our programs that 
feed hungry people? (the answers are below): 

1. How many prepared meals does Catholic Charities 
serve every day of the year in our homeless shelters?

2. Into which communities do we take supplemental food 
weekly, helping people who are unable to reach the 
central food bank and urban pantries?

3. How many people did the Rural Food Project serve 
last year (unduplicated) with supplemental food? 

 

Church liaisons needed - Please volunteer!
Would you like to help share the amazing work of 
Catholic Charities? 

That we serve all people, 
regardless of religion? 

And that our programs reach 
seniors, immigrants and 
families in crisis? 

We need your help to 
tell our stories in church 
communities.

Please call Georgette Parry  
528-8712, ext 105. 
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ANS: 1. We served 135,000 meals at Family Support Center and Sam Jones Hall last 
year, plus 10,000 emergency meals. 2. We purchase, truck, pack and distribute person-
ally to people in need in Healdsburg, Fulton, Boyes Hot Springs, Occidental, Graton, 
Middletown and Kelseyville, where we also connect them with other needed services, such 
as food stamps.  3. This cost-effective program, run primarily on volunteen energy, served 
15,000 individuals last year. Most of those people came to distribution every week. 

Volunteer coordinator  
Georgette Parry


